
The Canaanite Genocides

Deuteronomy 20:14-15

14 As for the women, the children, the livestock and everything else 
in the city, you may take these as plunder for yourselves. And you 
may use the plunder the LORD your God gives you from your 
enemies. 15 This is how you are to treat all the cities that are at a 
distance from you and do not belong to the nations nearby.

Deuteronomy 20:16

16 However, in the cities of the nations the LORD your God is giving 
you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes.

Deuteronomy 7:1-5

1 When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are 
entering to possess and drives out before you many nations—the 
Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than you— 2 and when 
the LORD your God has delivered them over to you and you have 
defeated them, then you must destroy them totally. Make no treaty 
with them, and show them no mercy. 3 Do not intermarry with them. 
Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for 
your sons, 4 for they will turn your children away from following me 
to serve other gods, and the LORD’s anger will burn against you 
and will quickly destroy you. 5 This is what you are to do to them: 
Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down their 
Asherah poles[a] and burn their idols in the fire.

[a] Ashera poles: That is, wooden symbols of the goddess Asherah.

Joshua 11:15

15 As the LORD commanded his servant Moses, so Moses 
commanded Joshua, and Joshua did it; he left nothing undone of all 
that the LORD commanded Moses.

Joshua 6:20-21

20 When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound 
of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; 
so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city. 21 They 
devoted the city to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every 
living thing in it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and 
donkeys.



1 Samuel 15:1-5

1 Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the LORD sent to anoint you 
king over his people Israel; so listen now to the message from the 
LORD. 2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I will punish the 
Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as 
they came up from Egypt. 3 Now go, attack the Amalekites and 
totally destroy[a] all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to 
death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, 
camels and donkeys.’”

4 So Saul summoned the men and mustered them at Telaim—two 
hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand from 
Judah. 5 Saul went to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in the 
ravine.

Numbers 31:8-18

8 Among their victims were Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur and Reba—the 
five kings of Midian. They also killed Balaam son of Beor with the 
sword. 9 The Israelites captured the Midianite women and children 
and took all the Midianite herds, flocks and goods as 
plunder. 10 They burned all the towns where the Midianites had 
settled, as well as all their camps. 11 They took all the plunder and 
spoils, including the people and animals, 12 and brought the 
captives, spoils and plunder to Moses and Eleazar the priest and 
the Israelite assembly at their camp on the plains of Moab, by the 
Jordan across from Jericho.

13 Moses, Eleazar the priest and all the leaders of the community 
went to meet them outside the camp. 14 Moses was angry with the 
officers of the army—the commanders of thousands and 
commanders of hundreds—who returned from the battle.

15 “Have you allowed all the women to live?” he asked 
them. 16 “They were the ones who followed Balaam’s advice and 
enticed the Israelites to be unfaithful to the LORD in the Peor 
incident, so that a plague struck the LORD’s people. 17 Now kill all 
the boys. And kill every woman who has slept with a man, 18 but 
save for yourselves every girl who has never slept with a man.


